The Rules of Intestacy

Who will inherit from your estate if you die

Are you married or in a
civil partnership?

without a valid Will?

Your spouse or
civil partner
inherits
everything.

Is your estate
worth more than
£522.0007

Your spouse or
civil partner
inherits
everything.

Do you have any
children or
grandchildren?

Your spouse or civil partner inherits all of your
personal possessions and the first £322,000 of
your estate. They also inherit half of the remainder
of your estate.

The remaining half is shared equally between your
children.

Important:

Children includes legally
adopted children, it
does not include step-
children and foster
children.

If your children, siblings
or aunts and uncles
would have inherited,
but have pre-deceased
you, their inheritance
will continue down their
bloodline.

Unmarried partners do Everything goes to
not inherit under the the Crown.
rules of intestacy.

Do you have any
children?

Do you have any
living parents?

Do you have any
siblings?

Do you have any
half-siblings?

Do you have any
living
grandparents?

Do you have any
aunts or uncles?

Do you have any
half-aunts or
half-uncles?

Your children
inherit in equal
shares.

Your parents
inherit in equal
shares.

Your siblings
inherit in equal
shares.

Your half-
siblings inherit in
equal shares.

Your
grandparents
inherit equal

shares.

Your aunts or
uncles inherit in
equal shares.

Your half-aunts

or half-uncles

inherit in equal
shares.

*These rules are accurate for England & Wales as of the Ist of August 2023 and are
provided as a summarised guide only. This guide does not constitute legal advice.



